Date:   [  ]

To:  [MPP] 

From: [Full name and address]
Re: Helena Jaczek MPP for Markham -- Private Members Bill 117 

As a citizen living and paying taxes in the province of Ontario, I do not support Bill 117, An Act to amend the Highway Traffic Act to prohibit riding a motorcycle with a child passenger under 14 years of age, introduced by Helena Jaczek MPP for Markham as a private members bill.  

This proposed bill is not based on any scientific research.   Riders, industry, industry associations and safety experts were not consulted prior to introduction of this bill.   Motorcycles in Canada are designed for the safe use of riders and passengers.   

While Ms. Jaczek’s recommendation is well-intentioned, she is misinformed.   Here is the quote from a letter sent by Raynald Marchand, General Manager of the Canada Safety Council to Helena Jaczek, MPP Oak Ridges-Markham, the Premier and the Minister of Transportation.  “It is the CSC's position that there is no statistical evidence to support this legislation.”…   ‘ I reviewed all seven Ontario Road Safety Annual Reports from 1999 to 2005. I did not find any fatalities for motorcycle passengers less than 14 years of age. I also looked at injuries for motorcycle passengers less than 16 years of age and compared them to bicycle passengers less than 16 years of age and car passengers less than 16 years of age over the same period (1999 to 2005). Ontarian children were four times (4x) more likely to have been injured as passengers on bicycles and 262 times more likely to have been injured as passengers in passenger vehicles than to have been injured as passengers on motorcycles.”
Laws, including those addressing speed and helmets, already exist to protect the safety of motorcycle riders and passengers.  Regulation 596, subsection 10(3) of Ontario’s Highway Traffic Act states: “A person who is a passenger on a motorcycle operated on a highway and who is occupying the seat referred to in clause (2) (b) shall sit astride the seat in such a manner that his or her feet are placed upon the foot rests referred to in clause (2) (b).”    This is rational and intends that the passenger is safely balanced.

Bill 117 has created a lot of turmoil in the riding community and beyond. Family trips are in jeopardy and tourists from other provinces and states are wondering how they can plan trips across Canada if they have to detour around Ontario.  So much for tourism in Ontario.  
This goes beyond motorcycling and speaks to legislation based on incorrect information being introduced and passed into law without due diligence.   It speaks to a lack of reasonableness, responsibility and accountability.   I am duly concerned for everyone’s – including children’s safety –  whether as a motorcycle passenger or in any other activity.   I also support legislation that makes sense to me and this does not.
I am asking you as my MPP to vote against Bill 117 on December 4, 2008 during private members business.

Regards,

